DSIT Draft Minutes - 10/1/2009
1. Priscilla Mancosky called the meeting to order at 6:38 PM.  Officer introductions were followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. It was noted that this was the first time that members were sent a link to minutes posted the DSIT webpage rather than including minutes as an attachment. Members agreed to pass on voting on last month’s minutes until the November meeting to give everyone a chance to review them prior to that meeting.  The minutes can be found at: http://www.adams12.org/en/dsit/news. 
2. Dr. Stan Hestings introduced the remaining videos on the Colorado Growth Model:
· Introducing Colorado's Growth Model - Tutorial #3: School Data at http://www.cde.state.co.us/media/cdeedserv/growthmodel/GrowthModelIntroPt03.html 

· Introducing Colorado's Growth Model - Tutorial #4: Individual Data at http://www.cde.state.co.us/media/cdeedserv/growthmodel/GrowthModelIntroPt04.html 
Stan stated that 9 other states are adopting similar programs like the Colorado Growth Model (“CGM.”)
Questions: 

Q: When will specific updated CGM and CSAP info be provided to parents? 

A: Late October.
Q: What if a parent wants to see this in an elementary school? 

A: You can look at each content area for the school at the school. The information is also available online at the Colorado Department of Education websitesite.
Q: Where should parents go to ask for this at middle schools and high schools? 

A: Usually you should start with the counselors. (Info is also available on CDE website.)
Q: Will parents receive growth information for 2nd and 3rd graders? 

A: Not from the state as there is no CSAP data for the previous years.  However, the district distributes data from it's assessments to their teachers. Parents can request to review this.
CDE materials are also available in Spanish. DSIT does review CGM information as part of the School Workbook reviews. 
3. Kathy Plomer then introduced the topic of the Policy Council, which considers existing and new policies for the District.  The council is chaired by Chris  Gdowski, In-house Counsel. Kathy noted that DSIT still has a few slots available on this council if anyone interested.  Chris Gdowski then began a presentation on Policy Council. Membership thereof is outlined in the Bylaws and includes teaching staff, classified staff, building administrators, DSIT members, students and Support Services staff. Policies planned for review during the remainder of this school year include:
Student fees, which have not discussed for several years 
· Search/Seizure for suspected student discipline violations
Tech changes, dog searches for drugs, computers, cellphones, websites with threats against district facilities or staff. The District cooperates with law enforcement. 

· Age requirements for admission into first grade
Student must be 5 by Sep 15. Try to accommodate kids that may be advanced. There are some waivers available based on testing. Another discussion point is whether a student that skipped kindergarten at 5 should begin in first grade or not. 

· Requirements for student international travel

Should a district staff person go along to help in the event of mishaps, illnesses, discipline problems.

· Student food allergy 

· Mandatory vs discretionary expulsion for habitually disruptive students

First expulsion is step 1 in a downward cycle. Any less drastic options available? 

· Comprehensive student dropout policy

There is a big push to recover dropouts. Too many are dropping out. We need to be more proactive in reaching out to parents and kids and providing alternatives. 

· Controversial issues

Issue was raised because of the Obama speech. 
· Student records
What goes in file and why? Discuss how best to accumulate each student’s records consistently. 
Very meaty issues are addressed. Policy council, per its bylaws, meets 5 times per year from 1 PM to 3 PM on the first Thursday of Nov, Mar and May and the second Thursday of Sep and Jan. Typically 5 or 6 items are discussed per meeting. November meeting topics will include: investigation, fees, search & seizure, international travel, expulsion and controversial issues. Council members may ask for more info, do some benchmarking with other districts,or assign a topic to a subcommittees. Some issues may take the entire school year to resolve. 
Kathy Plomer then noted they had discussed the Choice policy at the September meeting. There are crowding issues at some schools.  It was deemed necessary to set in policy what happens to students that have choiced into schools that subsequently become too crowed. It is a tough decision. Students can finish the year, but will then be required to go back to their homeschools. This will be applied first to out-of-district students, then those from within district next. Both parent and staff input was provided. Other items discussed included granting of a diploma or certificate to international exchange students; policies on residency and make-up work, and district fees. DSIT meeting attendees then broke into subgroups to discuss the latter. Results of subgroup discussions on student fees: 

· Need to standardize the process. 

· Fair if you can afford it. 

· Fees are generally OK, because participation in an activity that charges a fee is voluntary.
· Fees should be explained and tied to use. 

· Need to at least consider allowing subsidies, fundraisers, scholarships, etc if fees present a hardship. 

The next Policy Council meeting will be held on 11/12/2009 at 1 PM.


4. Dr. Paskewicz gave his last message to parents. DSIT then thanked Mike for everything he has done for the district, students and parents,
5. Priscilla then noted that:

Superintendant candidate interviews are scheduled on 10/7/2009 and 10/8/2009. 
The Education Foundation Volunteer Breakfast will be held on October 16.
6. With no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
